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Mnneepoor clearly prove. In Assam, Colonel Richards fre-
quently complained of the want of cavalry, and the only
heavy loss ever inflicted on the enemy was by a small
body of volunteer horse, attached to the Rungpoor light
infantry. la Muneepoor, their cavalry has invariably
proved most formidable to the Burmahs, and is the arm on
which they themselves rely with the greatest confidence. Sir
Archibald Campbell repeatedly regretted that he was not
better supplied with them in Av?>, and every officer present
testified to the invaluable nature of the services rendered by
the few troopers of the Governor General's bodyguard, attach-
ed to the Rangoon division of the army. It is not intended
to recommend that our regiments of regular or irregular
cavalry should be employed on this frontier, except with
the main division of an invading army, which would advance
into the valley of the Irawattee by the Aeug pass ; but that
measures should be adopted, for preserving and improving the
race of small hardy ponies indigenous to the country, and this
it has been before shewn could be effected by simply sending
a few undersized stud mares into Muneepoor, where they
could be kept as brood mares, without any expence to the
Government, and of which, after they had become sufficiently
numerous, a certain proportion of the produce would find
ready purchasers among the wealthy zemindars of the Sylhet
district, who within the last two or three years have given
high prices for the few Burmese ponies which have been im-
ported into Sylhet through Muneepoor, from the eastern bank
of the Ningthee river. The Muneepoorees are all enthusias-
tically fond of their horses, and skill in the management of
that animal, is an accomplishment on which they particularly
pride themselves: the equipments are manafactured in the coun-
try, and were 500 of the 1000 additional men, whom Major
Grant thinks could be raised without difficulty, to be provided
with horses "by the arrangement proposed, the efficiency of
the force in Muneepoor would be increased in a ratio far
beyond that due to mere numerical augmentation, and they
w<yuldj>e equal to much more than the simple defence of their
country.